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Providence and Predestination 181

Did Irenaeus believe that everyone would be saved? No. At first sight it
might seem logical that if every human being has perished because of the sin
of the first Adam, so every human being ought to be saved by the obedience of
the second. It would even have been possible for him to quote the apostle Paul
in his defense if he had chosen to say that.'® Instead, he was very clear about
the fate reserved for the wicked:

God has prepared darkness suitable for those who oppose the light, and
he has afflicted thosec who refuse to obey him with an appropriate punish-
ment. . . . He has prepared eternal fire for the Devil, who is the chief of the
apostates, and for those who revolted with him."

Reconciling God’s foreknowledge with human freedom is ultimately im-
possible within the limited sphere of human perception, so it would be most
unfair to blame Irenacus for having failed to do so. What matters {s that he
allowed for both God’s controlling power and man’s responsibility for the
choices he makes, and that he sought to reconcile them by using the concept
of the image and likeness of God. In lrenaeus’s view, it was because Adam pos-
sessed that image that he was free to make the choice he did. Interestingly, that
awareness shifts the mystery of the fall from the mind of God to the mind of
man. The question is not so much why God created a human being, knowing
that he was going to disobey him, as why the man so created chose to exercise
his freedom in a way that effectively killed it. What God did was consistent
with his nature, but what Adam did was not. It is not the divine plan that is
incomprehensible but the human response to it, and it was this that Irenaeus
wanted the Guostics to see.

Once that principle was established, the pattern of salvation became clear.
God could not ignore what man had done to himself, nor could he accept that
his purpose for his creation could be thwarted by human sin. For Irenaeus,
recapitulation was the obvious answer, because only the eternal image and
likeness of the Father could put right the disobedience of Adam, the tem-
potral image of the eternal. As long as the image and likeness of God in man
were interpreted in this way, the solution to human sin proposed by Irenaeus
would dominate Christian theological thought.” It was only when Augustine
of Hippo (354-430) proposed that the image of God in man was the image of
the Trinity and not of the Father through the Son that a new approach to the

¥ He could have interpreted 1 Cor. 15:22 {“As in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive”) in this way,
but significantly, he did not do so.

¥]renacus of Lyon, Adversus omnes baereses 4.40.1.

7 See, for cxample, Tertullian, Adversus Marcionem 2.5, who says essentially che same thing.



